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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Pick Of The Litter 


So while I'd like to think that I’m a fairly sociable fellow, I’m also the 
kind of guy who goes to parties, discovers that there's a dog or cat pres- 
ent, and prefers to hang out with the pets instead of the people at said 
party. I'm just that kind of guy. 

And do you blame me? Are you no different? I mean... just LOOK at 
that pitbull and its sad blue eyes! How can you ignore that cat shame- 
lessly begging for belly rubs? Are you just going to walk past that choco- 
late lab trying to follow you? No, you won't, because pets are sacred and 
you're not a monster. And here's a brilliant segue welcoming you to the 
2018 Pets issue! 

Seeing as how our furry friends are as much a part of the family as 
humans are, it takes a lot to make sure that they're happy and properly 


cared for. In this issue, we meet two Minneapolis-based dog walking 
companies: Lofty Dogs, founded by the delightful Mike Meyer; and 
Come, Sit, Stay, an ever-diverse crew of dog care experts. We also learn 
about the good work done by the no-kill Feline Rescue organization. 

On top of that, Carla Waldemar takes us on a trip to the capital of the 
Great White North, we take a sneak peek at the Duluth Superior Pride 
festivities, and we chat with the fine folks at Washburn-McReavy about 
funeral preplanning. 

So if you're like me and are devoted to all those doggos and kittehs in 
your life, this Pets issue is right up your alley. But just remember: I get 


first dibs on petting the animals at the party. Back off. m 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


-rom a King to a Queen 
in a Family Way 


In these wearing dog days of summer, it is pleasant to relax in a cool, 
darkened theater for a production that is (deceptively) light, pleasing, 
and simple. The Guthrie's The Legend of Georgia McBride fills that bill 
through August 26. 

At Cleo's, a failing bar in Panama City Beach on the Florida Pan- 
handle, there's Casey, a young Elvis impersonator. He's great, but no 
one's interested in Elvis, jumpsuits or sequins. Exit Casey. In a last-gasp 
effort to survive, bar owner Eddie brings in his drag performer cousin 
Tracy and partner to perform economic CPR. Improbably—suspend 
your disbelief willingly—sequins, spangles, and all that jazz become a 
huge success, until... 

...Tracy’s partner Rexy (a.k.a. Miss Anorexia Nervosa) breaks 
down and someone—someone—has to step into the breach. Yes, Casey. 
Broke, wife Jo newly pregnant, Casey steps into a pair of stilettos, and 
discovers that sequins are sequins, wherever they're sewn. It works. 
Casey's a hit, and he finds fulfillment onstage, with his wife, and with his 
new family. And here's where the above-mentioned *deceptive" comes in 
to play. Drag in the Florida panhandle does play. 
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Playwright Matthew Lopez was raised in that milieu, and as a teen 
frequented—"sneaked into"—the one local gay bar to watch a friend 
perform drag. His character Rexy declares the protest roots of drag: 
“Drag is a raised fist inside a sequined glove. Drag is a lot if things, 
baby, but drag is not for sissies.” Homophobia is real and ongoing: Tracy 
orders Grey Goose, a French vodka, referencing protest against the Rus- 
sian “gay propaganda law,” signed by the current president in 2013 that 
restricts GLBT citizens’ rights. 

Director Jeffrey Meanza, in earlier comments on the show, de- 
scribes how much the play actually focuses on the concept of family, 
particularly what that word means to those identifying as queer. There 
is, indeed, an interesting tension in a play about drag performers tak- 
ing place in a straight bar and centering on the fortunes of a hetero- 
sexual couple. 

Meanza, who has performed drag, stresses the Legend aspect of 
the title in this production, where storytelling, fabulous sets, costumes, 
colors, song lyrics all reveal truth; like a sparkling stream over hidden 
depths, Legend is a sequined glove containing hard realities. B 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map’. 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 
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Visit BIGGAYNEWS.COM for 
your weekday newscast 
featuring Local, National and 
International GLBT News. 


Each newscast is accessible 
via computer download, 
smartphone, or iPod. 


Civil separations with reasonable solutions 
for the LGBT Community going through divorce. 


By appointment 


Theraphy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Stuite 100 


pet memorial jewelry 


Keep them close, always. 
Our memorial jewelry is 
= handcrafted with care, right 
JEWELRY RE-IMAGINED here in Minnesota. 


651.321.9267 jewelrybyjohan.com/ memorial-jewelry 
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SCENE 


THE CONTESTED 
BODY 


Through Dec. 9 
Minneapolis Institute of Art 
2400 3rd Ave., Minneapolis 
888-642-2787 
www.artsmia.org 

The body is by nature a bio- 
logical entity. However, cultural 
constraints influence how the hu- 
man form exists and transforms 
in time and space. The Minne- 
apolis Institute of Arts features a 
thought-provoking installation of 
paintings, assemblages, photo- 
graphs, and audio that comment 
on such constraining influences 
with the hope of perhaps tran- 
scending them. Sadie Bennings’s 
assemblage of photographs and 
other images reflects imagery of 
gay youth with a beefcake mus- 
cle stud, a sensuous male with 
a swimmer’s build, and what ap- 
pears to be a cisgender male 
figure in a coffin—the person 
seems to have died young. Might 
it symbolize the death of the self, 
or perhaps the result of AIDS? 
Around these smaller likenesses 
are circles and crosses signifying 
the decoupling of the symbol for 
female gender. 

The Contested Body’s stron- 
gest piece is George Segal’s 
sculpture of two bandaged 
women in physical communica- 
tion with each other. Its human 
models were actually art critic 
Jill Johnston and the woman 
who was her partner at the time. 
Moreover, it was created in 1969, 
the same year as the Stonewall ri- 
ots, so its theme of lesbian iden- 
tity has singular potency. 

Enhancing Segal, Bennings, 
and the various other artists, is 
Sharon Hayes’s audio made in 
2007-08, I March in the Parade 
of Liberty But As Long As I Love 
You I Am Not Free. The content 
voiced contains slogans from 
early gay liberation parades, al- 
lusions to the US-led invasion of 
Iraq, and the De Profundis love 
letter Oscar Wilde sent to Lord 
Alfred “Bosie” Douglas from 
Reading Gaol. 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Contested Body. Image courtesy of the Minneapolis Institute of Art 
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SPOTLIGHT BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


DANCE! DANCE! DANCE! THE 
WORLD OF BUSBY BERKELEY 


Thursdays through Aug. 30 

Heights Theater, 3951 Central Ave. NE 
Columbia Heights 

763-789-4992 
www.heightstheater.com 


Busby Berkeley (1895-1976) looms as 
early sound cinema's signature director and 
choreographer of musicals. His kaleido- 
scopic configurations of female dancers in 
the “Showgirl” tradition still mesmerize to 
astounding effect. What’s more is that the 
images we see in his films were staged and 
shot in Hollywood studios and not influenced 
by high tech special effects. The coordination 
of the dancers exemplifies concentration and 
precision of the highest order under the pres- 
sures of lights, cameras, and cuts. 

During his service in World War I as a 
Field Artillery Lieutenant for the U.S. Army, 
it is generally thought that it was watch- 
ing military drills that planted the roots 
of Berkeley’s distinct style. In the 1920s 
he choreographed several stage musicals 
on Broadway. In the ’30s, he was utilized 
by powerful Hollywood producer Samuel 
Goldwyn for the expanding movie industry, 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

You can see some gorgeous images 
from that history on the region’s most 
sumptuous classic movie theater’s wides- 
creen, the Heights, in Columbia Heights. 
Their current Dance! Dance! Dance! The 
World of Busby Berkeley series signifies their 
loving commitment to the history of film in 
our own present time when entertainment 
seems to always be about Now! Now! Now! 

If you’re somewhat familiar with movie 
history, you’ve likely heard the term “gold 
digger” as synonymous with the Busby 
Berkeley canon. On Aug. 16, you can catch 
Gold Diggers of 1935. The vibrantly whole- 
some Dick Powell impressed in this joy- 
ous film as a med student performing as a 
singer at a Catskills resort. Powell is hired 
by a mother to escort her daughter, despite 
the fact that he is engaged to be married to 
another young woman. Its famous number, 
Lullaby of Broadway, glistens with tapdance 
that will take your breath away. 

Minnesota’s Judy Garland played her 
first adult role, along with another Holly- 
wood singer-dancer giant, Gene Kelly. This 
incomparable couple creates romance in 
1942’s For Me and My Gal (Aug. 23), which 
was directed by Berkeley. However, it was 
Bobby Connolly who choreographed its 


Dance! Busby Berkeley Series. Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 


vaudeville theatrical numbers matched with 
tunes from the World War I era. 

One of the towering (literally) images 
of Old Hollywood features Carmen Mi- 
randa in The Lady in the Tutti Frutti Hat: a 
sensuous number with lots of scantily clad 
women dancing with large bananas. The in- 


nuendo was enough to get The Gang’s All 
Here (Aug. 30) banned in Brazil, Miranda’s 
home country. What was Berkeley’s first 
color film as a director became a camp clas- 
sic. It’s surrealistic imagery was beyond 
the norm of the conservative Hollywood 
studios. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 m» 
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BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Dear Lenny. Photo by Dan Norman 


DEAR LENNY: BERNSTEIN’S 
LIFE IN SONGS & LETTERS 
Through Aug. 26 

Open Eye Figure Theatre, 506 E 24th St. 
Minneapolis 

612-874-6338 

www.openeyetheatre.org 

This is the 100th anniversary of the 
birth of Leonard Bernstein, who passed 
away in 1990 at age 72. He was actually a 
household name for being the music direc- 
tor of the New York Philharmonic Orches- 
tra. In the early years of television, he pre- 
sented lectures on classical music. Though 
best known for his West Side Story score, 
his music for Candide and Wonderful Town 
is also beloved. Bernstein is also known for 
Chichester Psalms, Mass, and film music 
from On the Waterfront. 

Acclaimed Twin Cities performer Brad- 
ley Greenwald wowed audiences three 
years ago with a retrospective on another 
great music figure, Jacques Brel, for Chro- 
noform Productions, and now he’s back 
with a Leonard Bernstein retrospective. 


The performer has gleaned much of the 
piece’s content from what he calls “unbe- 
lievably rich correspondence he had with 
everyone who was famous in the 20th 
century. These letters are more than the 
‘How-are-you-l-am-fine’ updates, or clever 
witty missives. They contain intimate and 
profound discussions written to and from 
not only a composer, but a world-renowned 
conductor and pianist, an educator, a son 
and husband and father. The letters chroni- 
cle a Jewish, not-completely-discreetly-gay, 
socially enlightened American—with an 
open file at the FBI—not only breaking 
through, but dominating the elite cultural 
world of New York. The letters delve inti- 
mately into the art, sexual identity, and pro- 
gressive politics of a Renaissance man who 
worked to erase the boundaries separating 
‘high’ from ‘low’ music, and the ‘high’ and 
low' American. Knowing the struggles, 
angels and demons of the artist behind the 
music makes performing the songs a pro- 
foundly rich experience." 


‘NIGHT, MOTHER 

Through Sept. 8 

Grain Belt Warehouse, 77 13th Ave. NE 
Minneapolis 

612-401-4506 

www.darkstormy.org 


Rocky parent-adult child relationships 
have been the source of great drama and 
Marsha Norman's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
‘night, Mother is one the most devastating. 
Its subject is Jessie, a daughter in her 30s, 
who makes it clear to her mother, Thelma, 
that she fully intends to commit suicide be- 
cause of marital problems and a son with 
crime and addiction issues. This heavy dra- 
ma shifts from Thelma realizing that Jesse 
is actually serious to passionately trying to 
convince her not to go through with it. 

Sara Marsh and Sall Wingert have 
co-acted in previous Dark and Stormy Pro- 
ductions, and they pair up again in ‘night, 
Mother under the direction Haley Finn. Re- 
cent high profile suicides such as Anthony 
Bourdain, Jill Messick, and Kate Spade 
show that the concern is always with us. As 
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‘night, Mother. Photo by Heidi Bohnenkamp 


Marsh points out, “There is never a wrong 
time to do this play, because it’s always im- 
portant to address the issue and impact of 
suicide right now whenever now may be.” 

‘night, Mother requires a mutual vulner- 
ability shared between the actresses play- 
ing its roles. Marsh says of Wingert: “We 
have a singular trust and chemistry, and I 
wouldn’t want to do this play with anyone 
else. And that’s the thing: this beautifully 
crafted piece is far more than just an issue 
play, and that’s what I love about it and what 
makes it both effective and meaningful. Jes- 
sie and her mother, Thelma, are characters 
we care about. We as actors, we as the au- 
dience—we care that Jessie sees no value 
in moving forward, that the only peace she 
sees is in ending her life, and we care that 
despite the fact that they live together, her 
mother is absolutely stunned by that revela- 
tion, and about her mother’s inability to un- 
derstand or accept it. We are as frustrated 
with the two of them as they are with each 
other, and we are as heartbroken as they 
are in their deep desire to reach each other 
and their failure to do so over and over 
again.” 

Marsh emphasizes: “They are two peo- 
ple who love each other and don’t know 
how to communicate, who can’t figure out 
how to make themselves heard and under- 
stood, and that is the essence of being hu- 
man. We all want to be loved, we all want 
to be heard, we all want to be accepted for 
who we are, we all want to be understood, 
and we all want to be safe. And that’s why 
we care about Jessie and Thelma, that’s 
why ‘ight, Mother is so haunting, why it 
moves us, and why there is never a wrong 
time to produce it.” 


M MILLOT & STARKS 


Law OFFICE PLLC 


Estate Planning, 


LGBT+, Civil Litigation 
612-337-9520 


www.millotandstarkslaw.com 


17 SOME KIND OF 
WONDERFUL! 
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The Carole King Musical 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 22 - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27 - ORPHEUM THEATRE 
IN PERSON State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) by PHONE 800.982.2787 
onune Hennepintheatrelrust.org ^ crours 10+ save! 612.373.5665 


PRESENTED BY 
HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST ною Уаз AMERICA 
ORPHEUM x STATE x PANTAGES NEAPOLIS 
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Bankof America 427 


Photo: Joan Marcus 


OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE 


Get Ready For Duluth Superior Pride! 


Once again, the Duluth Superior region 
in Northern Minnesota will be breaking out 
the rainbows for its annual Pride celebration. 
Through Sept. 2, enjoy a wide array of fun 
events at Duluth-Superior Pride: 


MAYORS RECEPTION 
Aug. 30, 2018 
Historic Union Depot 

To kick off Duluth’s Pride celebration dur- 
ing Labor Day weekend, Mayor Emily Larson 
and mayors from surrounding communities 
will welcome residents and visitors for the 
Pride opener at the Historic Union Depot. The 
event will include food, cocktails, live music, an 
aerialist performance, and more. Following the 
reception, enjoy A Very Pride Burlesque per- 
formance by the Duluth Dolls. 


"BA 
Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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PARTY X 2018 
Aug. 31, 2018 
The Duluth Flame Nightclub 

Prepare yourself for a wild night of drinks 
and revelry at The Duluth Flame Nightclub 
with the annual "Party X" celebration. The 
event also serves as a fundraiser for Duluth 
Superior Pride. 


13TH ANNUAL 
HUMMINGBIRD 5K 
Sept. 1, 2018 
Bayfront Festival Park 

This family-friendly 5K returns for Du- 
luth Superior Pride at a new venue in Bay- 
front Festival Park. The 5K is held in honor 
of Duluth resident Hummingbird and his 
contributions to the local GLBT community, 


and also serves as a Duluth Superior Pride 
fundraiser. 


BAYFRONT FESTIVAL & 
HISTORICAL COLLECTION 
Sept. 1, 2018 
Bayfront Festival Park 

Celebrate Pride in Duluth’s 32nd annual 
festival at Bayfront Festival Park, which will 
feature beer tents, exhibitors, vendors, games, 
and live music. The free event will also feature 
an exhibit showcasing 32 years of history in the 
Twin Ports. 


PRIDE BLOCK PARTY 
Sept. 1, 2018 
Tower Avenue 

The Main Nightclub and The Flame Night- 
club will team up for a Pride-themed Block Par- 
ty for the ages! For $10, you can party it up on 
Tower Avenue for a dual-bar block party, with 
the cover allowing entry into both clubs. All 
proceeds go towards Duluth Superior Pride. 


WORSHIP AT PILGRIM CON- 
GREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Sept. 2, 2018 
Pilgrim Congregational Church 

Pilgrim United Church will host an inclu- 
sive service of worship, welcoming all people 
including the GLBT community. The event will 
include music, poetry, and more. 


DULUTH SUPERIOR 
PRIDE PARADE 
Sept. 2, 2018 
Broadway and Banks, Superior, WI 

Break out the rainbows for a splendid cel- 
ebration on Broadway and Banks in Duluth 
and Superior! The free event begins at noon 
at Tower Avenue and travels through the Alley 
Entrance at the Main Club. 


FOO FOO CHOO CHOO 
Sept. 2, 2018 
The Duluth Depot 

All aboard! Hop on a scenic three-hour train 
ride up the shores of Lake Superior. This 21+ 
event includes a live DJ, dancing, a cash bar, 
and stunning views of the Lake. Tickets are 
$30. 

For more information, including directions 
and event details, visit www.dspride.com. в 
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The Rideau Canal connects the city of Ottawa to both the Saint Lawrence River and Lake Ontario. Photo courtesy of Ottawa Tourism 


O, Ottawa 


I’ve just returned from the nation’s capital, and I heart the heck out 
of it. 

No, not our capital. Rather, that of our kinder, gentler northern 
neighbor, Canada. Ottawa anchors the eastern border of Ontario, spring- 
ing from a British heritage, while just across the river lies Francophone 
Quebec—a best-of-both-worlds combo for tourists to savor. 

My hotel, the grande dame Chateau Laurier, rises like a castle above 
the 4.8-mile Rideau Canal, which empties into the Ottawa River. In spring 
bikers and joggers enjoy the canal’s 750,000 tulips; in winter’s freeze, it 
becomes a skating path. It’s where the city came into being as a trading 
post. 

Still is. Today, the nearby ByWard Market—block upon block of in- 
die boutiques, lively pubs and dining spots and summer’s outdoor farm- 
ers market—is a magnet for locals and tourists alike. A tasty intro is a 
walking tour by C’est Si Bon, with ten stops at food haunts such as Maple 
Country Sugar Bush, to discover the difference between light and dark 
syrup and learn the story of the famous maple sugar heist—“a uniquely 
Canadian crime,” allows its owner. 

House of Cheese provides samples of regional specialties, while a 
shack called Beaver Tail dispenses this iconic pastry, sprinkled with 
sugar and cinnamon and served with a squirt of lemon to balance the 
sweet. Le Moulin de Provence Bakery nearby sells its famous Obama 
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cookie—the one our former prez enjoyed. 

Shops like Corazon de Mais (yummy tacos) and steaming naan from 
Shafala Bazaar hail the city’s multi-culti heritage. Cupcake Lounge ruins 
your diet with treats like its Earl Grey tea and pineapple-upside-down 
numbers. Cocktails, too. The finale is a bite from the small-plates menu 
at Play, a locovore-forward café. 

More foodie finds: Riviera, anchoring a former bank building, draws 
trendsters for its famous pastas (lobster spaghetti, anyone?) abetted by 
starters like my assembly of Canadian mushrooms lavished with black 
truffle and a poached egg atop rich brioche toast, followed by a salad of 
citrus, endive, ricotta and walnuts. Check out the forward cocktail list, 
too. 

Metropolitain Brasserie draws the Parliament Hill crowd to its raw 
bar; they linger for classic Parisian fare, ranging from bouillabaisse to 
steak frites. I slurped my own weight in oysters, then demolished steak 
tartare, followed by profiteroles. At the Chateau’s La Terrasse—the 
city’s premier open-air dining destination—savor cheese and charcute- 
rie plates or fork up an elegant salmon tartare. I followed up with a lob- 
ster roll, then a chocolate-cherry tart with red licorice sorbet (yes, it 
works). Swell cocktails again. (This is getting to be a habit.) 

After dinner, Parliament Hill is the place to be in summer. Join 
throngs seated on the grass for the Northern Lights sound & light show 


TRAVEL BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


across Parliament’s facade, unscrolling the story 
of the nation’s history. Return in the morning for 
the heart-thumping Changing of the Guard to 
watch as kilt-clad pipers precede the booming 
brass of soldiers in jaunty red jackets and beaver 
hats marching to “Red River Valley” and excerpts 
from (huh?) “Don Giovanni” before assembling 
with musket thumping and clicking heels. Re- 
turn Wednesdays for noontime yoga or Sunday’s 
zumba (all of the above are free). 

Another fun freebie: the nearby Bank of 
Canada Museum, far from the yawner you might 
expect. Create your own avatar (mine: blonde 
mermaid) to interactively explore finance moves 
that affect you (inflation, budgeting, etc.) 

Must-see museums are Ottawa’s forte, start- 
ing at the National Gallery of Canada, designed 
by starchitect Moshe Safdie and anchored on its 
plaza by Maman, the mammoth spider mascot 
sculpted by Louise Bourgeois. Traverse its gal- 
leries rich with all the bold-name Europeans, 
then discover the newly-integrated work of First 
Nations artists; Canada’s iconic Group of Seven, 
up-ending landscape painting; and arresting 
contempo pieces. Scoot over to the brand-new 
Ottawa Art Gallery highlighting that Group of 
Seven plus First Nations artists’ modern takes on 
canoes: one birch, another of cereal boxes. 

The Canadian War Museum, a favorite on a 
previous visit, drew me back to experience war’s 
unsettling effects. Follow paths depicting Cana- 
da’s role in the Boer War (“һе dirty war”)—its 
first international conflict, then the War of 1812 
with us; World Wars I and II (wherein Nazis 
torpedoed Canadian harbors) and ensuing bat- 
tlegrounds, from Korea to Kandahar. Through 


newsreels, artifacts and oral accounts the bloody 
stories are unreeled, asking, finally, “Why does 
war matter?” A new National Holocaust Museum 
stands, fittingly, just across the street. 

Then cross the river into Quebec for the 
much more mellow and beautiful Mosaiculture 
in Jacques Cartier Park. Here (through October 
15) 40-plus larger-than-life sculptures are fabri- 
cated entirely of plants: an uber-owl; a Chinese 
dragon; a mega-hunter stalking giant polar bears; 
a grander-than-grand piano. 

From here it's a short stroll to the Museum 
of Canadian History, recently reorganized to 
educate visitors on not only the Vikings' arrival 
and accomplishment of the ensuing Brits and 
French, but also the treatment/extinction of 
First Nations people and mixed-race Metis. 

To mingle with locals, venture into their 
neighborhoods, too. Head to Lansdowne for its 
lively Sunday farmers market (crafts and food 
court too). Continue to the Glebe to patrol av- 
enues lined with shops and eating ops. Detour to 
the nearby Remic Rapids portion of the river to 
gaze on the dozens of balanced-rock sculptures 
artist John Ceprano constructs anew each spring 
as a paean to nature and meditation on water, he 
says: “a chance to get out of myself.” And mighty 
popular. 

Hit Wellington Street West to discover indie 
establishments in which to eat, drink and shop, 
particularly at Maker House, filled with fanciful 
all-Canadian products, including wooden bow 
ties, paper deers’ heads, leather six-pack carri- 
ers, and a book called How to Move to Canada. 

I’m tempted. To plan your own visit, check 
out www.ottawatourism.ca. Bi 


OTTAWA'S GAY SCENE 


Canada has a long legacy of accep- 
tance. It was the fourth nation in the 
world to legalize gay marriage, in 
2005. Ottawa's mayor is gay, and he's 
frequently spotted in the city's Gay Vil- 
lage, says Christian Garceau, organiz- 
ers of the Village Gay Legacy Project 
and also affiliated with Capital Pride. 
He's guiding me on a walking tour of 
the Village, via a new app available for 
self-touring. It documents the area's 
rich GLBT history, past and present, 
pointing out historic gay bars and 
business establishments— although 
Christian notes that "gay bars" as 
such are obsolete today, thanks to 
wide acceptance everywhere. (Not so 
back in the day, when Canada once 
employed a "fruit detector" machine 
to out closeted citizens—for which 
Trudeau publicly apologized in 2017.) 
Crosswalks are painted in the hues 

of the rainbow flag, and gay-history 
murals bloom on many a build- 

ing. Christian points out gay-owned 
establishments such as Stroked Ego 
(clothing, accessories), Bridgehead 
(coffee shop), Clover Food & Drink 
(gay hangout), Venus Envy (high-end 
sex toys) and The Buzz (lesbian cock- 
tail mecca). 

Ottawa's first Pride Parade was a 
small affair, held in 1989; this year's 
three-hour extravaganza incorporates 
125 groups and 50 floats. Capital 
Pride—August 19-26— includes a 
block party; family picnic; Alt Queer 
Art & Fashion Show; Nature Nocturne 
event; youth clothing swap and art 
show-— plus pageants, musical acts 
and more, more, more. Check out 
www.ottawacapitalpride.ca. 


Regardless of the season, the city of Ottawa is a treasure to behold. Photo courtesy of Ottawa Tourism 
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Mike Meyer, pictured here 
with many of his clients, is 
the owner of dogwalking 
service Lofty Dogs. Photo 
by Kassidy Tarala 


LOFTY DOGS OFFERS 
ONE-OF-A-KIND DOG 
WALKING SERVICE Т0 
DOG OWNERS OF THE 
TWIN CITIES. 


By Kassidy Tarala 
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In the human world, he's known as 
Mike Meyer, but in the dog world, he's 
Daddy. Locals might recognize him 
walking around the parks, making his 
way through the streets of the city, col- 
lecting a new dog at each apartment 
he passes. With ten dogs in tow, he can 
be found gleefully leading his puppy 
posse along the river, rain or shine. 

Mike Meyer is many things, but 
above all he's an animal lover. After 
working for a dog walking business 
in Minneapolis for three years, Meyer 
had friends in St. Paul reach out to him 
asking if he knew of anyone with a 
similar service in St. Paul. Though no 
one came to mind, Meyer decided that 
he would soon be the only one who 
would come to mind. And Lofty Dogs 
was born. 

Meyer came up with the name for 
his company based on two ideas. First, 
Meyer wanted his company to primar- 
ily be for people in communal housing, 
such as apartments, condos, and—you 
guessed it—lofts. Second, he wanted 
the name to represent what his com- 
pany truly is, which is far more than a 
dog walking service. 

^We work to achieve a higher lev- 
el of behavior for the dogs. We don't 
just walk them, but we spend a lot of 
time training them, too. Our goal is to 
always aim higher, to be lofty,” Meyer 
Says. 

Before Lofty Dogs, Meyer worked 
in nonprofits, for-profits, and large 
corporations, which he quickly discov- 
ered were not for him. In search of a 
job that would allow him to get exer- 
cise, be outdoors, and spend time help- 
ing people and working with animals, 
Lofty Dogs was calling. 

“I feel really lucky and blessed to 
be able to get paid to go outside and 
get exercise and be surrounded by 
these dogs," he says. "The best part is 
they never talk back. They always do 
what I ask!" 

Meyer says he's been an animal 
lover his entire life, and not only is he 
drawn to animals, but animals are also 
drawn to him. In particular, Meyer es- 
pecially enjoys spending time around 
dogs because of their brilliance and 
unconditional love. 

"They really are all about uncondi- 
tional love, which is such a ‘lofty’ goal 
for all of us as human beings. We can 
learn from dogs about how to take joy 
in literally every single thing in life. 
That’s the life I want to create for my- 
self," he says. 

Lofty Dogs is unique from other 


dog walking services because it truly 
goes far beyond walking dogs. Meyer 
says that when he trains new employ- 
ees, he has them really get to know 
each dog, so the dogs know who and 
what to expect every day. 

"Everyone's minds and bodies 
should be challenged. We do 60 to 90 
minutes outside every day with train- 
ing built into it. We get a whole pack 
of dogs to just sit and relax together," 
Meyer says. ^We also give training ad- 
vice to clients, and our prices are only 
$20-25, so it's affordable for any dog 
owner." 

Other than maintaining a happy, 
clean, and safe environment for the 
dogs, Meyer says he runs his business 
on the idea of a winning equation for 
everyone involved—the five wins: cli- 
ents, dogs, the apartment buildings, 
fans on Facebook and Instagram, and 
the employees. 

Though Lofty Dogs doesn't have an 
extremely prominent GLBT clientele, 
Meyer says the majority of Lofty Dogs' 
Facebook and Instagram fans are of 
the GLBT community. He says he's 
also always looking for more GLBT 
clients and welcomes anyone to join. 

As a gay business owner himself, 
Meyer says he encourages everyone 
to find a balance in their lives where 
they feel comfortable and confident. 
He says the best place to be is bal- 
anced in the middle ground because 
it allows you to get the best perspec- 
tive and really understand both sides 
of things. 

"Everyone is really the same deep 
down with little differences that make 
us all unique,” Meyer says. “I hope, as 
a gay business owner, that I can influ- 
ence both sides of the coin and make 
people realize its all about spread- 
ing love, being creative, and sharing 
ideas." 

As Daddy of the dogs struts his 
way through the cities, he's just an or- 
dinary guy with his fans, er, very full. 
But to Meyer, he's living the dream. 

“Гуе struck gold. I get to be sur- 
rounded by dogs and nature, and while 
Im teaching them, they're teaching 
me, too," he says. "It's a beautiful thing 
that just fills me up, it fills my heart up. 
Now I'm at the point where I just get to 
see [Lofty Dogs] grow and grow and 
grow. Every week day year-round, no 
matter the weather, ГЇЇ be here. Just 
like the U.S. Postal Service." 

For more information about Lofty 
Dogs, visit their website at loftydogs. 
com. - 
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Sarah Aune, seen with Sarge, Riley апа Wynston, is the service manager for Come, Sit, Stay. Photo by Andrew Gresham 


THE PUPPY 
COMMANDMENTS 


COME, SIT, STAY PROVIDES CARE AND 
EXERCISE FOR PETS IN MINNEAPOLIS, 
EDINA, ST. LOUIS PARK, AND ST. PAUL. 


By Kassidy Tarala 
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Come, Sit, Stay is the name of the business, 
but the lessons it teaches our furry friends 
extend far outside of those three puppy com- 
mandments. Since February 2010, Come, Sit, 
Stay has been providing dog walking and pet 
sitting services to pet owners throughout the 
Twin Cities, Edina, and St. Louis Park. 

“At that time, I was looking for a career 
change and wanted to pursue business owner- 
ship along with move into a field working with 
animals. My original concept started as an 
overnight pet care service business. However, 
when Sarah Aune joined the team, we quickly 
grew to include daytime dog walking and pet 
sitting,” says Come, Sit, Stay owner Megan 
Sellheim. “We started very grassroots through 
word of mouth to friends and family. Word 
spread, and we continued to work with more 
clients. Now, eight years later, word of mouth 
referrals still makes up 50 percent of our new 
business.” 
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Sellheim says Come, Sit, Stay offers dog 
walking and pet sitting services by duration, 
and they customize the care provided based on 
the client’s and their pet’s needs. 

“Our most popular service is a 30-minute 
dog walk, but we offer services from 15 min- 
utes up to a multi-night overnight stay. We also 
offer unique pet services like pet taxi, wedding 
accompaniment, and birth support,” she says. 

Come, Sit, Stay strives to offer flexible, reli- 
able, and caring services to its clients. Sellheim 
says their philosophy and motto are that they 
are “partners in the care of your pet” because 
they work with each client individually to pro- 
vide a customized service based on what best 
serves that particular client and their pet, which 
go all the way down to the nuances and details 
of varying schedules, potty and exercise needs, 
dietary and medication needs, and special care 
in relation to pet behavior and temperament. 

Sellheim says Come, Sit, Stay is welcome 
to anyone with a pet who wants a convenient 
and caring service. Many of Come, Sit, Stay’s 
clients are GLBT, all of whom have greatly con- 
tributed to the growth of their business by re- 
ferring their friends and family, she says. 

“We are always happy to provide service to 
pet owners of all kinds of identities and family 
structures,” she says. 

According to Come, Sit, Stay dog walker 
Andrea Bartsch, the company isn’t just accept- 
ing to all of its clients, but to its employees, too. 

“The best way I can describe it is Гуе never 
seen or felt any kind of discrimination towards 
myself, my coworkers, or our clientele. It’s a 
very welcoming environment for everybody,” 
Bartsch says. 

Bartsch says Come, Sit, Stay is unique from 
other dog walking services because all of the 
employees work hard to provide individualized 
services to each and every pet that they work 
with. Also, many people throughout the Twin 
Cities, Edina, and St. Louis Park like support- 
ing Come, Sit, Stay because it’s a small local 
business. 

“I love the flexibility and freedom that 
comes with the job. It’s very nice to feel inde- 
pendent in that way,” Bartsch says. “I can pop 
some tunes on, walk around the city, get lost in 
my thoughts, and pet cute pups all at the same 
time!” 

Jae Gullings, another dog walker at Come, 
Sit, Stay, says the company’s inclusivity and 
welcoming atmosphere are what initially drew 
them in. 

“I know there are many GLBTQ clients that 
we serve, and as a queer and genderqueer in- 
dividual, I feel they are very inclusive and open 
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Jae Gullings, pictured with Maya, is one of Come, Sit, Stay's various dogwalkers. Photos by Andrew Gresham 


to all identities. I loved that in the interview 
process I was asked what my pronouns were 
and that felt really good (I use they/them so it 
makes me feel all warm and fuzzy inside when 
folks ask this question),” they say. 

Jae says their favorite part of working at 
Come, Sit, Stay is working with the dogs be- 
cause they never judge anyone, and instead 
they love everyone they meet. 

Come, Sit, Stay service manager Sarah 
Aune says they're known for their flexibility, 
reliability, and ability to tailor their services to 
each client's individual needs. 

"Our team collectively has a great deal of 
experience with dogs, cats, and other pets of 
a wide range of temperaments and breeds. We 
offer medication and injection administration 


as part of our service, as well as pre-scheduled/ 
on-call pet care in preparation for the birth of 
a new baby and pet-accompaniment for wed- 
dings," she says. 

Aune says she has been with Come, Sit, 
Stay for eight years—since the beginning—and 
she continues to have fun and enjoys doing re- 
warding work with animals. 

“I get a lot of satisfaction from the direct 
work I'm doing in caring for pets and walking 
dogs during my work days. I also very much 
value being part of and helping to manage a 
team of highly responsible, caring, fun, and 
hardworking people," she says. 

For more information about Come, Sit, Stay, 
visit comesitstaytc.com. 


ХА ү IN j A 
4 X ^ А AIA и 


Come, Sit, Stay founder Megan Sellheim, pictured with Maynard and Stampy. Photo by Andrew Gresham 
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Fighting For Our 
Feline Friends 


Minnesota-based no-kill organization Feline Rescue 
helps find the furriest of friends new homes. 


By Kassidy Tarala 


After the Animal Relief Fund (ARF) closed 
its shelter in 1997, a group of ARF volunteers 
decided to form a new organization that in- 
cluded a shelter facility, and just like that, Fe- 
line Rescue was born. Originally located on 
Charles Avenue in St. Paul, the organization 
had a strong group of donors and funds right 
off the bat, which helped Feline Rescue pur- 
chase its current location on Fairview Avenue 
in St. Paul. 

“Over the years, Feline Rescue grew, ex- 
panding and enhancing its shelter, foster, and 
outreach programs,” says Dana Andresen, 
Feline Rescue executive director. “The small 
number of volunteers 20 years ago now has 
increased to more than 400 who do everything 
from greeting visitors, cleaning litter boxes, 
feeding and entertaining cats, socializing cats, 
administering medications, providing foster 
care, bottle feeding kittens, rescuing cats in 
danger, and helping with spay/neuter clinics, 
to planning and staffing events, speaking to 
the community, raising funds, producing com- 
munication materials, photographing cats, de- 
veloping and maintaining Facebook and web 
presence, maintaining databases, and helping 
with administrative tasks.” 


Paul. Photo by Kris Kaiser at KrisKreativ Photography 
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Feline Rescue is a no-kill cat shelter organization located in St. 


For most of its existence, Feline Rescue 
was staffed entirely by volunteers, but other 
paid employee positions have been created 
since 2013. However, Andresen says the volun- 
teers always have been and always will be the 
lifeblood of this organization. 

According to the company's vision and mis- 
sion statements, Feline Rescue works to make 
sure that no cat is unwanted by providing shel- 
ter, veterinary care, socialization, and perma- 
nent homes for each cat. 

"At Feline Rescue, cats always come first. 
We believe that teamwork and collaboration 
are critical to achieving our mission. We treat 
our stakeholders with compassion, dignity, and 
respect. And we have a lifelong commitment to 
each cat," Andresen says. 


Feline Rescue provides rescue and relief 
services to all homeless and endangered cats 
in the community through programs that of 
fer shelter, foster, social and medical rehabili- 
tation, feral and stray management, spay and 
neuter subsidy, and community education. 

“The volunteers who staff our three pro- 
grams (foster, outreach, and shelter) and ad- 
ministrative office donated more than 78,000 
hours, fielded over 10,000 phone messages, 
received more than 200,000 emails, and sent 
approximately 117,000 emails,” Andresen says. 
“All of these efforts contributed to the contin- 
ued increase in intakes (1,241) and adoptions 
(1,120) in 2017. In addition, our outreach vol- 
unteers arranged the subsidy of 1,444 spay/ 
neuter surgeries, supporting 26 rescues and 
shelters statewide and numerous individual cat 
owners.” 

Andresen says Feline Rescue is always in 
need of more volunteers for their three pro- 
grams, as well as administrative, marketing, 
and other operations. Though they are cur- 
rently in the process of revising their volunteer 
application, Andresen says she encourages 
anyone interested in volunteering with Feline 
Rescue to provide their information on their 
website felinerescue.org/volunteering. 

“Up to 70 cats are housed and rehabilitated 
at our adoption center at any one time. The ma- 


jority of cats housed at our facility are allowed 
to roam freely most of the time and are not ken- 
neled. Cats may be kenneled during introduc- 
tions to a new space, when receiving medical 
treatment, or during behavioral rehabilitation. 
We are fortunate that some of our regular visi- 
tors stop by on their lunch hour or after work to 
visit the cats. Some do this daily and have been 
for years,” Andresen says. 

She says Feline Rescue works hard to treat 
each cat as an individual and to keep each cat’s 
personal needs in mind when caring and shel- 
tering the cats. The volunteers and community 
members who give their time to Feline Rescue 
help make this possible. 

“We work collaboratively with the commu- 
nity to provide resources and assist in retaining 
cats in the home. A story told today is similar to 
many I have heard in the past. One of our out- 
reach volunteers was talking about a woman she 
saw at the grocery store and the woman com- 
mented, ‘You’re the lady that helped me 20 years 
ago! The relationships our volunteers have built 
with community members and other animal wel- 
fare organizations are strong and resilient, many 
lasting to this day," Andresen says. 

Feline Rescue invites community members 
to some of its upcoming events including the 
2018 Cat Video Festival on August 8 and Fe- 
line Rescue's annual Glitter Ball on October 


Feline Rescue offers rescue and relief services to 
homeless and endangered cats in the area. Photo by 
Kelly Loeffler 


13. More information can be found on their 
website at felinerescue.org/kittencam and feli- 
nerescue.org/glitterball. 

For more general information about Feline 
Rescue, visit their website at felinerescue.org, 
their blog at felinerescue.blogspot.com, or visit 
their Facebook and Twitter pages at facebook. 
com/felinerescueinc and twitter.com/feli- 
nerescueinc. ш 
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With more than 80, 000 followers on Twitter, 
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OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


{ЖУ ЫП Reavy 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 


Serving Minnesota 
Betore Minnesota 


Washburn-McReavy provides funeral, cremation, and other services to Minnesota families. 


Logo courtesy of Washburn-McReavy 
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Since 1857, William P. Washburn started 
what was called Washburn Undertakers, a 
funeral home, cemetery, and furniture store. 
Opening one year before Minnesota became 
a state, Washburn Undertakers truly became 
apart of the fabric of the Bold North. After be- 
ing renamed Washburn-McReavy Funeral Cha- 
pels in 1931, the business continues as proof 
that only a family really understands what a 
family needs in a time of grief. 

“The business was renamed due to my 
great-grandfather’s involvement in the busi- 
ness. His name was Donald R. McReavy. My 
great grandfather died in 1949, and the busi- 
ness was handed off to my grandfather, Wil- 
liam L. McReavy when he was 17. He, along 
with his mother—my great-grandmother—ran 
the business until he graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. It has been 161 years, and 
we are now in our fifth generation with three 
generations currently working for the compa- 
ny," says Funeral Director Brett McReavy. 

McReavy says their business still offers 
funeral and cremation services, and they now 
assist with cemetery needs as they own and op- 
erate four cemeteries around the Minneapolis 
metro. 

“We also own and operate our own crema- 
tion centers so we can help serve everyone, 
whether they wish to be buried in a casket or 
cremated. We also provide aftercare services 
where we provide families with different grief 
materials, newsletters, and local resources re- 
lated to grief," he says. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 mp 


Michael Lee 
Funeral Director 


Mark Arnold 
Funeral Director 


Jason Schuck 
Director’s Assistant 


" 5D David Lee Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services 


952-473-5577 
www.davidleefuneralhome.com 
1220 East Wayzata Boulevard 

Wayzata, Minnesota 55391 


Where Service is Tradition. — 


Join our Team of Caregivers 


Right at Home is seeking compassionate, caring and reliable people who are 
interested in working together to accomplish our mission: Improving the 
Quality of Life for Those We Serve. " 
We provide flexible, rewarding, part-time employment for caring people that 


want to help seniors live at home. Visit our Website to Apply. 


2012 Business of the Year 


REMODELING DONE RIGHT. 


ALWAYS. 


ENVISION 


CONSTRUCTION 
REMODELING AND 
LANDSCAPING 
www.mnenvision.com 
(612)281-5183 
LICENSE NUMBER 703348 


Best-In-Class 
Senior Living 


Choose a welcoming, worry-free 
lifestyle with excellent health care, 
great food made well & neighbors that 
call us best-in-class. 


Anoka, Cambridge, Edina, Lakeville, 


Experience EveresT's pro-active Minneapolis, St. Anthony, St. Paul, 
medicine for men! West St. Paul, or White Bear Lake. 


763-780-7699 Woodbury Call (612) 827-5931 or visit 
763-316-0199 Plymouth QO  WalkerMethodist.org 
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& AIR CONDITIONING 


Air 
Conditioners 
starting at 


with purchase of a new high-efficiency furnace 


‘0 DOWN • 0% INTEREST 


Family-Owned Since 1930 


Smart Club™ Maintenance Plan Heating & Cooling Systeme 


Service On All Brands ы 14-74 


И 
Contact Us Today! | 612-503-8090 | standardheating.com 


Advertised price is after all discounts and utility rebates. Some restrictions apply. Installation must be completed by 9/3/18 
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BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels 
has extended far outside of the Twin Cit- 
ies, and they now have 16 funeral homes 
as far north as Coon Rapids and as south 
as Bloomington. Their cemeteries are lo- 
cated in North Minneapolis, Blooming- 
ton, Northeast Minneapolis, and Crystal. 

Outside of their physical buildings, 
McReavy says their newsletter has been 
especially helpful for family members 
and friends after the funeral service is 
over. 

"Our newsletter is named Circle of 
Friends, and the families we have helped 
have found our newsletter to be very 
helpful and comforting,” he says. 

McReavy says they are able to ac- 
commodate families very quickly after a 
death has occurred, which helps families 
feel supported in a time of need. As long 
as everyone else involved—families, 
churches, cemeteries—is okay with the 
timeframe, they will be there to help day 
or night, rain or shine, he adds. 

Though everyone deals with grief 
in different, unique ways, Washburn- 
McReavy Funeral Chapels are equipped 
and prepared to support all clients in any 
way they might need. McReavy says he 
believes the most important thing to do 
in a time of grief is to allow yourself to 
feel whatever emotions you need to feel. 

"Although I am not a counselor or 
grief expert, I am a firm believer that it 
is healthy to cry and allow yourself to 
grieve. Many people view crying as a 
sign of weakness, which is absolutely 
false. I also believe that it is important 
to express yourself and talk about your 
feelings with someone, whether that 
be a friend, counselor, or even your fu- 
neral director," he says. "Talking about 
your feelings, your memories, etc. is 
important in the grieving process. I also 
suggest asking your funeral director for 
grief materials or suggestions. There are 
many groups and different resources 
available to you." 

McReavy and the rest of the staff at 
Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels 
want their clients to know that they are 
here to help and provide support in any 
way they can. From providing materi- 
als or newsletters to listening to talking 
about the grief process, staff of Wash- 
burn-McReavy Funeral Chapels are 
sincerely working in support of those in 
grieving. 

For more information about Wash- 
burn-McReavy Funeral Chapels and 
their services, visit their website at 
washburn-mcreavy.com or call 612-377- 
2203. 
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e Meet physical and emotional needs 
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763.780.2944 


With ComForCare at your side, you can expect customized 
care that focuses on your loved one’s needs and preferences 
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952-955-7623 


Estate Planning, Guardianships and Probate Lawyer 
THE STATUS OF LGBT RIGHTS IS UNCERTAIN RIGHT NOW. 


Given the new rash of anti-LGBT legislation, it is critical that you act now to protect yourself 
and your family. Contact Unique Estate Law to meet with an attorney who can help keep 
you safe. | have over 10 years of experience working with LGBT families to protect their 
rights, including the right to make medical and financial decisions. 
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Assisting you to protect your family’s future financial needs 
with a custom-drafted will or trust. 


Be sure your loved one can make your medical decisions. 
Providing guidance after the death of a loved one. 


Marriage may not be enough. Make sure you protect your 


relationship with your children. CHRIS TYMCHUCK 
ATTORNEY 


Working to ensure you are the guardian of an incapacitated loved one 


For a FREE planning guide 


3 Metro Locations: Minneapolis * Bloomington * St. Louis Park p | ease са | | 6 1 2 : 3 7 7 " 7 8 4 1 
WWW.UNIQUEESTATELAW.COM 


Passionately Protecting Your Family Against an Uncertain Future 
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2018 Chevrolet Cruze 


While other manufacturers have been pull- 
ing back their lineups by eliminating sedans 
and hatchbacks from their portfolio, General 
Motors made a commitment to keep them on 
sale for us. 

This is a good thing because there are some 
pretty good ones that GM’s four brands sell. 

For example, Chevrolet maintains a small 
car lineup that continues to attract buyers— 
from individual customers to fleet managers. 
They are efficient, loaded with technology, and 
are actually quite handsome. 

There are some that truly stand out enough 
to be popular at Chevrolet dealerships. For ex- 
ample, the Cruze compact lineup of sedans and 
hatchbacks. It competes well in a class led by 
the Toyota Corolla, Honda Civic, Hyundai El- 
antra, and Mazda3. It also has its own unique 
qualities that attract buyers, such as a distinct 
design, a wide variety of trims and options, and 
a choice of engines based on the kind of fuel 
you want to put into it. 

We were happy to welcome a 2018 Chevro- 
let Cruze hatchback with a diesel engine un- 
derneath its hood. Yes, we said it had a diesel 
engine. 

Why talk about diesel after all of the recent 
controversies at other manufacturers regard- 
ing this fuel source? While those manufactur- 
ers affected by scandals and calls by the gov- 
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ernment in ensuring that emissions systems 
are legal, GM stuck to their guns by ensuring 
the Cruze diesel not only complies with these 
laws, but consumers still want it even when 
hybrid drivelines continue to attract customers 
looking for greater efficiency in their vehicles. 

The diesel engine underneath this Cruze's 
hood is a 1.6-liter turbocharged unit. It offers 
137 horsepower, but 240 pound-feet of torque. 
You certainly feel the latter when accelerating 
off the line and in passing maneuvers on the 
highway. Customers can choose between a 
six-speed manual transmission or a nine-speed 
automatic unit. Our tester had the automatic, 
which turned out to be a very smooth choice. 
In terms of fuel economy, we averaged 33.3 


MPG. Chevrolet states that it should average 
35 MPG and up to 45 MPG in this configura- 
tion. In fact, the sedan version of the Cruze 
Diesel can get up to 52 MPG with the manual 
transmission. 

When you open up the fuel door, you see 
two caps behind it. One is the green cap for 
diesel fuel, which the Cruze can take up to a 
20-percent bio-blend (B20) without any harm to 
the engine. The smaller blue cap is for Diesel 
Exhaust Fluid (DEF) to ensure cleaner emis- 
sions from the tailpipe. 

Aside from the diesel engine, we found the 
Cruze had an enjoyable driving experience. 
Ride quality is pretty good with exceptional 
handling. You can corner the Cruze hatch as 


RIDE REVIEW BY RANDY STERN 


you would a sportier compact, which will surprise those expecting a 
more mundane ride. Part of this comes from the Rallye Sport (RS) pack- 
age upgrade, including a set of 18-inch alloy wheels on low profile Mi- 
chelin tires. Not that wheels make the difference, but a good suspension 
does. It is perhaps the Cruze’s big secret—and surprise. 

Steering is good, with a tight turning radius and solid response. 
On-center feel is OK. The brakes are good, with solid pedal feel and re- 
sponse. Stops are equally good in normal and panic situations. 

The driving experience with the diesel is pretty good. However, there 
is the rest of the Cruze to consider. Stepping inside the hatchback sedan 
is an attractive cabin that fits the driver well. Instrumentation is clear, but 
the cowl is low for taller drivers. Yet, you do get a smartly laid-out binna- 
cle, including the information screen providing vehicle information and 
status. The low cowl does lend to easy access to the MyLink touchscreen 
and air conditioning controls. Steering wheel controls, including preset/ 
track and volume controls on the back of the spokes, work just fine. 

The seats were wrapped in a saddle-like leather Chevrolet calls Kala- 
hari. This color is set in a two-tone throughout the cabin with black, giv- 
ing the Diesel hatch an upscale look and feel. Front seats offer some sup- 
port and comfort, but they are adequate for any distance of travel. There 
is plenty of leg room in the back, but taller people will find the headroom 
a bit challenging. All four doors open wide—up to almost 90-degrees. 

Cruze hatchback customers enjoy 22.7 cubic feet of space behind the 
rear seat, expandable to 47.2 cubic feet with it folded down. The rear 
cargo area is protected by a cover that neatly is attached to the hatch 
when it is open. 

Bose provided the sound to back the MyLink infotainment system. 
There are nine speakers that do a superb job of sound reproduction. You 
also get Apple CarPlay and Android Auto connectivity, along with an on- 
board Wi-Fi hotspot driven by OnStar. Of course, OnStar can help in the 
case of an emergency or to get directions when you are lost. One feature 
that is part of MyLink is Marketplace. This is where you can pay for die- 
sel fuel or get some food and drink from the convenience of the Cruze. 

One last thing to discuss on the Cruze hatchback is how handsome it 
is compared to the sedan. The shorter length—by 8.4 inches—lends to a 
more concentrated overall look, while maintaining continuity between it 
and the sedan up front. The longer roof and low profile also help to add to 
the handsomeness to the Cruze lineup. In fact, we prefer the hatchback 
over the sedan. 


If we would suggest one thing for your Cruze, it is the sporty RS 
package. It adds a more aggressive look all around from the black egg- 
crate grille, rear spoiler, 18-inch alloy wheels, and a body kit for better 
aerodynamics and ground effects. This package is not just available for 
the Diesel model, but for gasoline-fueled LT and Premier trims, too. 

The base price for the Cruze Diesel lineup is $23,820 for a manual 
transmission sedan. Our hatchback tester with the automatic transmis- 
sion came with a fully-loaded sticker price of $31,370. Pricing for the 
gasoline-fueled Cruze with the 1.4-liter turbocharged engine starts at 
$16,975 for a manual transmission L sedan. Hatchbacks start at $21,320 
for an LT trim model with the manual transmission. 

We came away from the Chevrolet Cruze with a new appreciation for 
the brand. The buzz was that this generation of Cruze was good, as we 
confirm this. More so, we even would suggest looking at the hatchback 
before the sedan and consider the diesel before the gasoline model. Your 
pick of transmission is entirely up to you. 

In fact, one of our colleagues saw our tester on one of our stints and 
considered this the coolest Chevrolet yet. You would be correct to agree 
with our outside colleague. We thought the same way, too. This should 
help to keep the Cruze on sale for years to come. We now know why 
GM is committed to cars—the Cruze is a good one not keep away from 
consumers at any cost. 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 
AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 
www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner for 
a diverse business community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 

Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old World 
Charm as the perfect backdrop for your 
wedding day. 

301 Summit Ave. St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Confidential, low cost sexual health clinic 
in downtown St. Paul. Now offering PrEP 
services! 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 
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Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! Of- 
fering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit", the longest run- 
ning weekly Queer radio show in the 
country, celebrating 40 years! Listen on 
air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of 
your vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 

Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Hosting, presenting, and creating per- 
forming arts and educational programs 
that enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building com- 


munity through music and offers entertain- 


ment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 
www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, volun- 
teers, board members. Contact us today. 
2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 


Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 


Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic Com- 


munity. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 
No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are welcome 
here! 

3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 
www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church, 
Minneapolis 

Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, Transforming. 
Find us on Facebook and Twitter 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wher- 
ever you are on your faith journey, St 
Mark's welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul’s Lutheran & Mizpah United 
Church of Christ 

Worshiping together 10:00 am on 
Sundays. Come and experience the 
embrace of God's YES for all! 

412 5th Ave. М. 

Hopkins, MN 

(952) 935-5509 


www.churchoffice@mizpahucc.org 


United Methodist Reconciling Churches 
Congregations around Minnesota that 
intentionally welcome all people regard- 
less of sexual orientation or gender 
identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


TRAVEL 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels 
and B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Winona 

Cool theater, arts and music scene, foodie 
bliss, outdoor recreation paradise. Surpris- 
ingly weird. Incredibly entertaining. 

160 Johnson St. 

Winona, MN 55987 

(507) 452-0735 


www.visitwinona.com 


700 

International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and 
live ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING HOME SERVICES INSURANCE 
СИ Ика: ВЕНМСЕ | съ ©ЃаѓеҒагт 
TAX preparation CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
FEE ONLY financial planning See ore oe ae 
NO product sales үн he Mn Davina Baldwin 
- e Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping * Stump Grindin; 
ASA a Storm Damage * Lot Clsaring?s Hedge BUT Prüning z 763.535.4788 
: : MUS дап езана davina@davinabaldwin.com 
25+ yrs. Experience 
ATTOR N EYS хау Cards accepted | 1 
JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & nnn CN енеме Davina М. Baldwi 
. - Estate Law: Probate z3 : ә V 7 avina M. Baldwin 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- TW aS 5 Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, E Lo AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 
(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


www.davinabaldwin.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


ак 


BUYRENTSELL.COM 
Scott T. Haubrich 
Broker 
612-298-5400 
Scott@BuyRentSell.com 
www.BuyRentSell.com 


[eu 


(HAGENS 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
GUN SHOPS Small Local Company 


Very best service for 


D the very best price. 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 


Bill's Monthly Memberships www.goodstuffmoving.com 
zg 12,217 5 Star Rated Ranges аео 
Gin Shope Huge Retail Selection 
$ Range Training Classes 
WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 
HOMECARE Kate Offerdahl-Joyce 
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 
HOME SERVICES RESTORATION • RENOVATION 612-940-1 577 
MAINTENANCE • REPAR 


Kate.OfferdahlJoyce@CBBurnet.com 


www.offerdahljoycehomes.com 
AN 


CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE + DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 TAX SERVICES 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


A ===. Visit BigGayNews.com for your 
== weekday news featuring 
—Z == Local, National and 
A International GLBT News. R 
222: Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Advertise your business in GAY B peus BU GSS 
TH E N ETWORK NEWS p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
«СОЛІ RORTax.com А А 
Call 612-436-4698 Denise Nix 


With more than 80, 000 tollowers on Twitter, Income Tax Specialist 
BigGayNews.com is your source for GLBT news. Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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E 
YOU C 


CHANGE 


THE FUTURE 


Help struggling students succeed. 
Serve part-time or full-time at a school near you. 


Learn more and apply at: readingandmath.net 


reading 
corp 


M 


aan 
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Arts & Entertainment 
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Gay 90's .... 
Main Club 


Beverages 
Haskell’s The Wine 
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Education 
Reading & Math, Inc. ...34 


Event Venues & Services 


The Woman's Club 
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Events 

Lavender's First 
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Funeral Services 
David Lee Funeral Homes 
& Cremation Services ...27 


Washburn-McReavy 
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China Institute of 
Traditional Chinese 
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ComForCare Home 
Сенно 29 
Edina Skin Care 
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Mill District Dental . 
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Home Furnishings & 
Accessories 

2nd Shade Patio 
Furniture 
FrameWorthy . 
Habitation 


Home Services 

Envision Construction, 
Remodeling & 
Landscaping LLC ........... 27 
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Magic Carpets 
Standard Heating & 

Air Conditioning ........... 28 
TJB Homes Remodeling 29 
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Scheherazade Jewelers . 


Legal 

Millot & Starks Law 
Ое 13 
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Media & 
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Radio K-Real College 


Radio: араай 5 
Optical 
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Pet Products & Services 


Animal Ark ..................... 23 
Broadway-Robbinsdale 
Animal Hospital ............ 21 
Copilot Dog Outfitters ..23 
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Greyhound Pets of 
America viisiin 23 


Center E 
K-9 and Kitty Kutters .....23 
Pet Yard Pick-Up ........... 2 
Second Chance Animal 
RESCUC ONERE 2 


Purrniture Cat Furniture 25 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Amy Ruzick, Kay Johnson- 
RE/MAX Results .............. 6 
Sharon O'Flannigan- 
Coldwell Banker Burnet . 7 
The Link Minneapolis ...... 4 
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Travel & 
Accommodations 
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OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


LAVENDER'S FIRST THURSDAY AT 
SOCIABLE CIDER WERKS 


AUGUST 2, 2018 


EE E SN/ENDEHS 


7 FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


THURSDAY 


SEPTEMBER 6 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


* KIMPTON - 


THE GRAND HOTEL 


MINNEAPOLIS 


THE GRAND HOTEL 
615 S. 2ND AVE. * MINNEAPOLIS 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 


PRESENTED BY 


SMIRNOFF ора 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE. COMICALENDAR/LAVENDERS- FIRST-THURSDAYS 


P eu fa / "Fantas u 


2nd 


PATI FURNITURE 


Budget Payments · Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Rd, - Minnetonka, MN 55345 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 


New • Used • Rental • Repairs • Storage 


